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The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings: Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3. 4-8a; Luke 2. 1-14 
 

The Birth of our Lord 
 

The Poet William Stafford writes: 

 

Now is the moment of magic, when an eastern star 

beckons the ignorant toward an unknown goal. 

So here’s a blessing: 

they find nothing in the end but an ordinary baby, 

born at midnight, born in poverty, 

and the baby’s cry, like bells ringing, makes people wonder 

as they wander through their lives, what human love 

might really look like, sound like, feel like? 

 

A second verse speaks of another blessing but more of that later. William Stafford has us wonder 

what human love might really look like. Human love? Divine love? Perhaps they are one and the 

same at their best. Christmas is about us discovering what love really looks like divine and human! 

 

I want to suggest that we get some clues through the way Luke tells the story of Jesus birth. Luke 

makes it sounds so matter of fact – His is a brevity of words – with no hint of the drama that lies 

behind what has become so familiar for us. Perhaps too familiar! For there is a danger that we miss 

the miracle at the heart of it all. No, I’m not talking about the miracle of a virgin birth, immaculate 

conception and all that. Though that’s a big enough miracle, as the struggle of people down through 

the ages to work out the why? and the how? and the who? clearly shows. I suggest that is to be 

looking in the wrong place and asking the wrong questions. As I was saying Luke makes it sound so 

simple. There was a census at the same time when Augustus was Caesar etc... Luke clearly dates 

this birth for us. It is a birth firmly fixed at a particular point in human history. And so Joseph goes 

to Bethlehem, the city of his ancestor King David, with Mary who is pledged to him in marriage i.e. 

they are engaged but the wedding has not happened yet, and Mary is with child. Now for us as 21
st
 

century ‘Sydneyites’ that may not be a big deal – its become a common occurrence which passes 

with hardly raised eye-brow. But it was not too long ago when such circumstances – the bride 

pregnant and the wedding yet to happen –caused much ado: This was likely to be kept hidden, the 

baby often adopted out. This was the stuff of secrets and great shame. So it was just a generation or 

so ago in our society, maybe you know of women who gave up a child in such circumstances and 

have felt bereft throughout their life, with a hug that has nowhere to go! Well it was even more so a 

subject of shame and dishonour 2000 years ago in Palestine, we know that through Matthews 

account of Joseph’s initial response to the news that Mary is expecting. He plans to break off the 

engagement, cancel the wedding. 

 

But just as Mary is told not to be afraid to accept this intrusion into her life by the message of an 

angel, so too Joseph in a dream is told by God’s messenger (an angel?) to have no fear but to go 

ahead with the marriage. Here hidden between the lines of the Christmas story is the real miracle. It 

is the miracle of love over coming fear. Of love, grace (call it what you like – perhaps love and 

grace are the same thing) enabling Mary and Joseph not to re-act in fear and by so doing, doing 



 2 

violence to their relationship. Mary and Joseph are somehow enabled to cope with their 

predicament – with courage and dignity to share the journey together. Let there be no doubt about 

it, there would have been more than a raised eye-brow to contend with! 

 

Here at the centre of the Christmas story is the reminder that nothing is beyond the reach of God’s 

transforming and enabling love. That God can and does take even the most unlikely and difficult of 

situations and use them for God’s purposes. The poverty of the birth is a reminder too, that all are 

included in God’s scheme of things. 

 

Here is the miracle of love – of Mary and Joseph for each other, a miracle of faith and trust that God 

is indeed there with them. The miracle of Christmas is love – love at so many different level. God in 

love coming amongst us, and out of this situation which at first seems so disastrous - implying 

disgrace, humiliation, shame - and brings from it a life which shows us what a life full of God looks 

like. God revealing Godself as Immanuel – God with us, and for us. 

 

God gives of Godself continually in love – all he requires of us, is our response of love in return. 

 

- A blessing indeed through the life of this ordinary, yet extraordinary baby as William 

Stafford has said.  

 

And so to finish with the other blessing that Stafford speaks of – a timely reminder as we give and 

exchange presents and run the risk of getting distracted by the commercialism of the festive season.  

 

And here’s another blessing: 

 

We already possess all the gifts we need, 

We’ve already received our presents: 

Ears to hear music, 

Eyes to behold lights, 

Hands to build true peace on earth 

And to hold each other tight in love. 
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